
Welcome to 

Sunshine



The Sunshine Team



School Motto 



Classroom Environment

• The Sunshine Class is a learning environment which will meet the needs of 

children with high needs who are unable to thrive in a mainstream classroom. 

• It is an adapted classroom for children with more complex needs within our 

mainstream school. 

• Higher ratio of adults to children.

• Provide children with a variety of experiences and a broad and balanced 

curriculum.

• Focused on personalised targets for children.

• Promote and embed early intervention. 

• Support from outside agencies – Speech and Language Therapist, CCAT, 

Educational Psychologist.

• Children will be able to have lunch all together in their familiar environment. 

This will minimise transitions within school. 

• Children have the opportunity to access our sensory room within the Sunshine 

Class.

• Children have the opportunity to access sensory circuits across the school day.

• There is a separate toilet in Sunshine Class to support with toileting and toilet 

training.



The Curriculum

We have found that the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

for children in Reception and The National Curriculum for 

children in Years 1 and 2 is not appropriate for our children.

Therefore, we have purchased the Orchard Curriculum. This is 

the curriculum used at the nearby special school, The Orchard 

School and other mainstream schools and focus provisions also use 

this curriculum across Sandwell for children with more complex 

needs.

This curriculum is what we use in Sunshine Class to guide our 

teaching and learning and this will be appropriate for children 

working in EYFS and KS1.

The Orchard Curriculum is mapped out in line with the Early 

Years Foundation Stage and National Curriculum.



Orchard Curriculum

• The framework is based on language development

• Content is broadly based on the EYFS aspects and 

organised within the EHCP areas of need  

• Throughout the framework there is reference to 

different methods e.g. ALDS, to ensure there is 

progression

• Different aspects of communication and language 

framework will overlap with cognition and learning 

• It is based on steps 1-19



Organisation of the Framework

• 19 steps ranging from birth to end of year 1 expected

• Steps 1-9 pre subject specific (birth to 18 months) 

• Steps 10-19 subject specific 

• Organised to match the EHCP areas

• Communication and interaction

• Cognition and learning

• Social, emotional, and mental health difficulties

• Sensory and/or physical needs

• Independence 











Pre-subject specific and 

subject specific

PRE-SUBJECT SPECIFIC: 

• Those pupils working from STEPS 1- 9 are taught through topic-based activities, combining 

curriculum areas through supported, multi-sensory led learning experiences and play.

SUBJECT SPECIFIC: 

• Those pupils working from STEPS 10-19 increasingly have more opportunities for subject 

led teaching and group learning. Using in depth knowledge of the pupils, the teacher will 

decide upon the best approach for each child. The topic themes guide planning and 

delivery but there will be more focused lessons for some subjects such as science. As 

pupils progress through steps 10 onwards there will be increased encouragement and 

expectation for pupils to become more active in their own learning. 

• By Step 13/14 some children will have their own workbooks for maths and literacy. Within 

steps 17-19, teaching will include broader topics and children working at these levels may 

be grouped together across school for specific subjects.



Reading

• The emphasis of the reading curriculum is on promoting a love of stories and rhymes and providing a wide breadth of 

experiences, in addition to our phonics programme. All children at whatever their starting point in reading will be 

provided with an aspirational, challenging and exciting reading experience which will support them not only with life 

skills at home but in the community. Reading will be taught across all subjects and as part of other elements of 

learning. We support children to develop reading skills in a shared and supportive way and believe that through this 

approach children can recognise and celebrate achievements alongside their peers.

• Pupils have planned activities to develop their literacy and phonic skills by experiencing and engaging with a wide 

range of opportunities that develop reading skills and promote a love of books. 

• This will include:

• Sensory stories

• Listening to stories for enjoyment

• Book skills

• Comprehension

• Narrative

• Whole word reading

• Phonological Awareness and when ready, phonics work

• Phonological awareness is developed through opportunities to explore environmental sounds and work with an adult to 

explore songs, rhymes, poems, stories, and written texts. 



A story a day adds up..

Reading aloud to children is one of the best ways to bring reading alive, and to 

share the pleasure of reading. Talking about the story is just as important as 

hearing it, as it helps children make sense of the words. Discuss the pictures, enjoy 

the story, predict what might happen next, use different voices for the character, 

explore the facts in a non-fiction book.  The main thing is that you have fun!

Reading at home is a special time with your child and develops the love of reading 

at a young age. 

Children will bring home a weekly story book to share. The sharing book is a book 

they have chosen for you to enjoy together. Please remember that you shouldn't 

expect your child to read this alone.  Read it to or with them.

Reading Teddy      Story Lamp



Phonics - Little 

Wandle

We use Little Wandle, Letters and Sounds Revised in 

our school. Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 

also draws on the latest research into how children 

learn best; how to ensure learning stays in children’s 

long-term memory and how best to enable children to 

apply their learning to become highly competent 

readers.

Children will start on the foundation to phonics 

programme and will move onto Phase 2 phonics when 

working at the appropriate step in the curriculum. 

• https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs 

• https://youtu.be/IL5YUCPyC5I 

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/IL5YUCPyC5I
https://youtu.be/IL5YUCPyC5I


Phonics

• Foundation for phonics is taught from step 1 to step 14 of the Orchard curriculum.  All 

children have daily phonics lessons across the school week. Children at the foundation for 

phonics level will be supported to progress through lots of different approaches that meet 

their individual learning and communication needs. Children access phase two phonics 

and onwards when they reach step 15 within the curriculum and then carry on their 

reading journey through the use of the Little Wandle scheme. Our approach to teaching 

phonics is through play, sensory learning, games, intensive interaction, rhymes and songs 

in conjunction with more formal learning styles – revisit, review, teach and apply.

• We often start with Little Wandle Rhyme Time.

• Engagement profile learners (Step 1-10): Children working at steps 1-9 work on the 

foundation for phonics curriculum daily through a bespoke format that supports sensory 

learning, intensive interaction, developing communication and strengthening children’s 

auditory skills. These areas of learning are the early stages of the foundation to phonics 

study.

• Semi-Formal Learners (Steps 10+): Children working at step 10 through to 14 work more 

formally on the foundation for phonics and access specific Little Wandle resources. When 

children reach step 15 they begin phase two phonics.



Writing

• Pupils working at steps 1-10 have activities planned to develop 

fine motor skills and the pre-writing skills. This is achieved by 

experiencing and engaging with a wide range of messy play 

and mark making experiences using a wide range of tools and 

media on a wide range of surfaces, moving through to making 

marks with meaning and then on to forming letters, words and 

sentences. For those pupils working above step 10, skills are 

broken down into the following categories:

• Grips – using appropriate tools

• Purposeful motor movements

• Surfaces and tools (paper, pencils, paint, chalk etc)

• Mark making with meaning

• Composition



Maths

• All pupils are taught knowledge and skills from the ‘Using and Applying’ strand of Mathematics. 

Pupils have planned activities designed to develop their understanding of objects, explore cause 

and effect, problem solving and the application of mathematical concepts. To tailor learning to 

each child’s needs, we will use resources from the Learning Trajectories website. Learning 

trajectories outline a natural path for children’s mathematical development, showing how they 

progress in understanding math concepts step by step. This approach ensures that children build 

on each stage of understanding naturally and effectively, helping them gain a strong 

mathematical foundation for future learning.

• Pupils working at Steps 1-10 develop their understanding of characteristics of objects and materials 

through activities around relational play. This encourages problem solving and active exploration 

of the function of objects. From step 11 onwards, there is a wider breadth of teaching and learning 

covering three strands: 

• Using and applying – understanding of the characteristics of objects and materials, exploring 

cause and effect, problem solving and application of mathematical concepts

• Number and numerical patterns – counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple 

addition and subtraction problems

• Shape, Space and Measure – describing and using shapes, space and measures in different 

contexts



Understanding of 

the World

• Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical surroundings 

and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 

technology and the environment.

• The Natural World – Science and Geography

• Specific outcomes for science enquiry begin at Step 11. Prior to that science is embedded into 

learning through exploring and discovering via first-hand experience of materials and the physical 

world around them.

• Geography covers locations and environments in, around and beyond the school.

• People, Culture and Communities (RE and History)

• RE aims to expose the children to elements of all religions celebrating festivals/events. Experiences 

and learning for the pupils is explored through special words, colours, sounds and patterns; 

special people, stories and places; special things such as symbolic items to use, to wear to eat. 

• Past and Present (History) is taught in a way that is appropriate for the pupils and links to key 

points in time within their own lives, as well as learning about significant historical events across 

the year.

• Technology

• The pupils explore a variety of technology and learn skills to support their learning across the 

curriculum. Access to technology is provided in a variety of ways; for example, by accessing 

cause and effect toys and equipment, IPads and cameras.



Expressive Arts and 

Design

• Creating with materials

• Being Imaginative and expressive

• Expressive Arts and Design involve enabling 

children to explore and use a wide range of media 

and materials, as well as providing opportunities 

and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, 

ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in 

art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design 

& technology.

• The school’s music lead provides opportunities for 

the children to experiment with different sounds, 

instruments and musical technologies. 



Personal, social and 

emotional development

Social and Emotional Development and Wellbeing

• Development of pupils social and emotional wellbeing runs through 

the whole of the curriculum in the hub and is central to all teaching 

and learning. 

• Building Relationships

• Managing Self 

• Self-regulation

• Independence and self-care

• The school’s policy for PSHE including RSHE is implemented within 

the hub appropriate to the children’s developmental level. The school 

uses the ‘Jigsaw’ programme to ensure breadth of learning. 



Physical 

Development

• Moving – Gross Motor skills – Developing larger movements of the 

arms, legs, feet or whole body. 

• Pupils at Step 10 and above will take part in planned PE sessions 

once a week, following set units for PE covering dance, yoga, 

gymnastics, balance and team games. Pupils below Step 10 have 

a range of movement lessons to support their learning, some of 

these include; yoga and climbing equipment. 

• Handling – Fine Motor Skills – Developing the coordination of 

small movements, involving synchronisation of the hands and 

fingers with the eyes, (referred to as hand-eye coordination). 

The development of handling skills is an important aspect of 

promoting independence and the ability to actively engage in the 

world by exploring and handling a range of materials and 

objects.



How we deliver the 

curriculum

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic All about me 

 

  

Let’s 

celebrate  

 

Terrific-tales 

 

 

Amazing 

animals 

 

Come outside  

 

Out of this 

world 

 
 

• We will follow a topic-based approach

• Each half term we will focus on a new topic

• All learning will focus on the topic in relation to the curriculum

• You will find our overviews on the school website 



Children will be assessed using the Orchard Curriculum

The teachers will observe your child to inform their assessment. Our children in 

Year 1 have already been baselined and our new Reception children will be 

baselined once they are settled into school.

Each curriculum step is broken down into emerging, developing and secure.

At parents consultations the teacher will discuss your child’s baseline attainment 

levels and next steps with you. We will have a parent consultation every half 

term so you are continuously updated on your child’s progress over the year.

Assessment



Classroom strategies

Now and next board

Visual timetable

Choice board

ALDs



Symbols Work station                Fidgets

                                                   



Sensory 

Room



Sensory Circuits

• We have a room set up for sensory circuits so the children 

can access this when they need to. It helps with regulation 

and readiness for learning.

• Children will take part in 3 activities focusing on alert, 

organise and calm. These activities help children to focus 

and attend. It is active, physical and fun which allows the 

children to regulate their body.

• Alerting activities – jumping on a trampoline, bouncing on a 

gym ball, step bench, skipping, jogging on the spot, space 

hoppers.

• Organising activities – Wobble board, balancing activities, 

stepping stones, animal walks, log rolls, commando crawling.

• Calming activities – Pushing against a wall, pushing up on a 

chair, plank, isometrics.



Transition into mainstream 

classes

• Children will spend time with the mainstream reception classes over 

the week.

• Children will initially play in the large outdoor space and will move 

within the classrooms as the year goes on if they wish.

• All adults will go down with the children to support them.

• Children will be prepared for this transition through photos.

• This will enable the children to still be included and access child-

initiated provision with their peers.



Learning Journeys

Each child has an individual learning journey 

book which documents the activities and 

learning they do in school in child-initiated 

play. Child initiated learning time is when 

children decide where they want to spend their 

own learning time. This book will contain 

observations which the staff have seen your 

child doing in their play, pieces of independent 

work they have produced and photographs of 

the children. 



School start and finish times

• Start time – 8.45

• Finish time – 3.00

As the children all have personalised targets and 

learning plans, the staff use this time to prepare 

resources for the day. We will not let the children 

into the class until 8.45 of a morning and children 

will be dismissed at 3.00 once the gates have been 

opened. 



New School Uniform 



PE

We no longer have a PE kit as the children will wear the active uniform 

every day.

• No earrings are to be worn in PE. They MUST be removed before the 

lesson. 

• Ideally, please remove earrings prior to school. If children are to take 

them out themselves then please provide something to store them in

• Newly pierced ears will need to be covered with tape for a maximum 

of 8 weeks from the date of piercing. 

• Religious jewellery should be removed or covered with a sweatband. If 

no sweatband is provided, children will need to remove the jewellery 

themselves

• No other jewellery is permitted in school



School Fund 

• School fund is vital in helping to provide services and 

equipment not supplied by central government

• School budgets are very limited and are decreasing

• We use it to buy ingredients, creative resources, games 

equipment, plants, etc

• This now needs to be paid in cash on the door preferably on a 

Monday.  

• £1 every week

• Pay at the beginning of each term (£10) (Sept, Jan, April) 

• Pay a lump sum of £30 in September



Attendance

• Attendance is very important to us and is closely monitored for every child 

as it has a direct impact on your child’s learning and progress in school

• Children are expected to be in school everyday and arrive on time. There 

are 2 sessions a day where the registers are taken 8.50 & 12.30pm

• Leave of absence requests in term time should only be if there is an 

exceptional reason. Forms must be completed and handed in to the school 

office at least 10 days before travel for them to be considered by the head 

teacher. 

• Medical appointments should be outside school hours unless they are urgent 

or hospital appointments. All appointment letters will need to be shared 

with school office in order to authorise. Children should attend school 

before and after appointments and only miss the minimal amount of time.

• If children miss 19 days or more in a school year they are classed as 

persistently absent

• Band 1 attendance is 95-100%, we celebrate chd in Band 1 each half term 

with an attendance certificate

• Last year Reception attendance was 94%, which was below our school 

expectation of at least 96%

School Attendance Lead 

Mrs Bayliss  

jayne.davis@mfi.school

School attendance officer  

Mrs Taylor 

Lucy.taylor1@mfi.school

mailto:jayne.davis@mfi.school
mailto:Taylorlucy.taylor1@mfi.school


• We now ask all parents to complete a Pupil Premium (PPG) eligibility form at the end of the 

school year, ready for September, even if your child is currently receiving Pupil Premium 

funding. This is due to changes being introduced from September 2026, which mean that 

some children who would previously have continued to receive Pupil Premium may no 

longer be eligible. You will have completed this form in July.  If you haven’t completed this 

form then please do so as soon as possible.

• Children who are eligible for Pupil Premium may also be entitled to Holiday Activities and 

Food (HAF) vouchers during the school holidays. If you think your child may be eligible, 

please speak to the school office or visit the Sandwell website to check your eligibility and 

apply https://my.sandwell.gov.uk/MyServices

• The school also receives additional funding to provide extra support and interventions for 

children who are eligible for Pupil Premium.

• Free School Meals application forms are available from the school office.

• You can apply for Pupil Premium and Free School Meals at any time during the school year if 

your family's circumstances change, for example if you are no longer working or your 

household income changes.

School Pupil Premium 

Funding

https://my.sandwell.gov.uk/MyServices


Don't forget to keep checking our 

website, Instagram page, 

Facebook page and our new 

School Life app!

• School website –

•  

• Moat Farm Parents tab to find the letters page 

• Curriculum tab – subject pages – useful links 

• Children tab 

• Safeguarding tab 

https://moatfarm.sch.life

https://moatfarm.sch.life/


General Reminders

• Please ensure children stay with you when walking to 

and from school and don’t run ahead.

• Please look on the door to see new learning for next 

week.

• Please label EVERY THING, so that items do not get lost



Key Dates – Autumn Term  

• Wednesday 30
th
 September: Individual School photos

• Friday 9
th
 October: Mental Health day - Wear a yellow 

top

• Friday 9
th
 October and 9

th
 December: Flu sprays

• Wednesday 14
th
 October: Parent Consultations

• Thursday 22
nd

 October: Last day for Harvest donations

• Friday 23
rd
 October: Break up for Half Term 



Key Dates – Autumn Term  

• Monday 2
nd

  November: Training day

• Friday 13
th
 November: Children in Need

• W/c 16
th
 November: Anti-bullying week

• Monday 16
th
 November: Odd Sock day 

• Friday 4
th
 December: Training day 

• Monday 7
th
 December at 2pm: Rainbow and Sunshine Christmas 

crafts

• Wednesday 9
th
 December: Christmas dinner and jumper day

• Thurday 17
th
 December: Rainbow and Sunshine disco 3:15-4:15

• Friday 18
th
 December: Party day and last day of term 



What to do if you have a problem 

No matter how big or small we are here to help with 

any problems... 

Step 1 – Speak to the Class Teacher 

Step 2 – Speak to the SENCo

Step 3 – Speak to Headteacher



Moat Farm Infants Instagram Page
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